The Burning of Hortiatis

Memory and Resistance

Excerpts from the Interview with

Babis Nanakoudis



“| fought for many years with this
Remembrance

story. Because | consider it very

important.

as a Duty

To preserve the memory.

The struggle of memory must be

continuous.”




The Word That Must Not Be Spoken

The “Burning”

"The old folks don’t call it the Holocaust of Hortiatis. The old folks
say 'the burning.’

The burning is defining, it is a rupture for the old generation."
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The Souberites

M

"The dirty work was done by Greeks.
The infamous Souberites.

Rapes, beheadings, looting, fires."



"149 souls were burned alive by

02 the German Nazis AND their Greek

September
1944

collaborators.

The truth must always be stated.”




Not All Germans

M

"There are testimonies of German soldiers hiding
children.

There was an anti-fascist officers' network."



"Do not become

Memory as a fanatical
Wea. 2o That is how the neo-
Against | |

F an aticis m Nazi formations,

which resemble the

security battalions,

will disappear.”



The
Danger of
Forgetting

"We see what’s happening with
the new movements.

We forget.

The citizen’s role is to embrace
the foreigner,

the immigrant.”



"A museum space should be

. . created to narrate the truth
We Envision a

through photographs,

Museum . )
testimonies, and art.




The
Message
for Those
Who Do

Not Know

"The crime of Hortiatis is unique:
the involvement of Greek

collaborators.

It’s important for everyone to

know this."



Memory for
Future
Generations

"We owe it to the victims,

but also to future

generations—

so they don’t forget and

don’t repeat the mistakes of the

past.”



"The truth, bitter as it may be,

Nothing Is =

Forgetting kills again.”

Forgotten

June 2025
Babis Nanakoudis



The Day of the

Holocaust

Memories of

Vasiliki Gouramani




The Day of the
Holocaust

It was September 2", The day
Hortiatis was engulfed in flames. The
voices, the commands, the threats of
the security battalions still echo in my
ears. We didn’t know what would
happen, only that something dark was

approaching.



Gathering at
the
President’s
House

They gathered us at the president’s
house. He was bleeding. | was friends
with his daughter. We all sat together,
silent, uncertain. The presence of the
uniformed men froze us. We didn’t yet

know the end.



Transfer to
the Bakery

It was our house. Our bakery.
That’s where they took us.

Some said, 'Come out, we won’t
hurt you, we are Greeks.’

But those who came out were
killed. Outside, dead elders with
their grandchildren. Inside, fear
and waiting.



Smoke and
Fire

They threw grass at us, a yellow

powder.

'Lie down, ' they told us. They

closed the doors.

Then came the smoke. The

flames lit up.

You couldn’t breathe. You didn’t

know if you’d get out alive. Some

didn’t.



My Mother Is
Bleeding

My mother shielded me with her
body. She had a wound on her
forehead. | was covered in blood —
hers. She made the sign of the cross.
She knew. She knew she wouldn’t

survive. All she said was: 'Save my

child.’



The Girl Who
Hid

| hid under a trivet. | squeezed as
deep as | could. Outside stood
guards. | held my breath. We
were inside our own house, and
yet we no longer belonged

anywhere.




The
Escape

We found a way out through the yard
gate and exited to the garden. | ran
downbhill. I saw bodies. A woman
whispered to me: 'Fall down and don’t

move.' | did.

| became soil, like everyone around

me.



On the

Mountain,
the Worst

On the mountain, horrific things
happened. Girls were tortured.
Mothers witnessed it all. Some
said nothing. Others froze from
pain. And when it was all over,
there weren’t only the dead.
There were also the living,

carrying the horror.




The Silent
Spectators

Some Germans did not take part.
But the Greeks did. 'Our own
people.' That hurt more. The
spectators became perpetrators.
The horror had the face of the

neighborhood.




Returning to
the Village

When they left, we returned.
Some houses were still burning.
We tried to save whatever we

could.

Our village was no longer the

same. Nor were we.



The Dead

We buried our people wherever we could.
In houses, in the mountains. The numbers

say 149. But pain cannot be measured.

The smell of burning remained
everywhere — flesh, clothes, animals. A

silence that never left.



Poverty and Coexistence
Winter.

Five families in one house. Some built huts. Others left. Those
of us who stayed tried to live from the ashes.

Not because we could. But because we had to.
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The
Memory
That

Doesn’t
Fade

Decades have passed. | forget everyday
things. But those... those are not
forgotten. They do not leave. They are
not history. They are inside me. They are

my nightmares. They are what | became.

Memories of Vasiliki Gouramani, archival material



The Memory
of Mary
Anasoglou

A Child’s Testimony from the
Hortiatis Holocaust




The Child's
Instinct

She was just nine years old when
her instinct led her to the mountain.
'Grandma, the partisans are
carrying a German! Let’s leave!'
With the determination of a child,
she convinced her grandmother to

flee.




The Life-
Saving

Decision

Mary and her cousin Soula
managed to escape. But their

friends... didn’t.

They were burned alive in
Gouramani’s oven. A moment’s
decision separated life from

death.




'l heard a roar... Trucks. | ran to

The Image of

the mountain. From the hilltop, |
the Burni ng looked down. The village was
burning. The sky was black, it

Villa ge smelled of burning.’




Testimony of

the Fire

On the mountain, a 12-13-year-
old girl appeared, covered in
burns. 'They had locked us in the
oven with my mother. | jumped

out the window and survived.'




Barbarity
Beyond

Comprehensio

“I had heard they impaled a baby

on a spit...

Memories that can’t be
expressed in words. The child’s
mind struggled to understand

the violence of adults.”




L. . 'For days, | stayed with the
Living in the

partisans.

IV| ounta | ns With only one piece of clothing and

one sandal.

The mountain became a temporary

refuge.’




Searching for

The Mother

Her mother searched for her
desperately for a month. In the
end, an uncle from Pylaia took
her by cart and brought her back

to Thessaloniki.




'We ran around the trees to

Trees and

escape the bombs.

Bombs Play had been replaced by

survival.”




'My hatred for the Germans was

Hatred and

great.’
the Shadow of But over the years, she thought:

cp eqe 'Maybe it was the partisans’
Responsibility / 7
fault for provoking the

reprisals...’




The Memory of Smell

'Every time | go to Hortiatis, the smell of burning

returns to me.'




The Sound That
Freezes the Body

'When | hear sirens, I’'m seized by fear.
Everything comes back to me.'




Testimony
Never

Ends

Today, nearly 90 years old,
Mary Anasoglou remembers.
And every time she speaks,
memory becomes a shield

against oblivion.

(From archival material)



Memories and Reflections of

Maria Mane

Interview Excerpts



The Flame of

Memory

Her father was a child. Her
grandmother, pregnant, took the
children and hid in the fields. From
afar, they saw the fires and heard the

screams. Silence was their refuge.




Mane's
Shelter

A small piece of land, outside
the village, became a
temporary refuge. The
mother’s anxiety to keep the
children quiet so they wouldn’t
be discovered — an act of

heroism amid the horror.




The Memory
That Must
Not Fade

'l remind my children of this

tragic moment.’

Maria keeps the story alive
— for the victims, for

humanity, for justice.



Memory is not only pain — it is

also a call for love, humanity,
The Lesson

and responsibility.
of Love

History must teach, not be

forgotten.




Democracy %////

and
Freedom

“Two words our
ancestors dreamed of.

We take them for
granted, without knowing
what was sacrificed for us
to have them.”



True
Freedom

To be free, we must place
ourselves in the shoes of those
whose lives were abruptly
stopped by time. Humility is the

path to democracy.



Fanaticism
and Hatred

'Fanaticism changes us... We

become inhuman.’

Violence and intolerance are
not born by chance. They grow

when we forget.



Forgetting Is
Fast

'We forget quickly — some in months, others in years.

But those who suffered, remember forever.'




The Citizen’s
Duty

Our role is not to remain
indifferent. To embrace
those who suffered. To

say: 'Never again.

Solidarity is a political act.



Message to
Those Who
Do Not Know

'We must participate in public
life. We should not care only

about our personal lives!

Indifference is the silent

surrender to darkness.



Memory When memory stays alive, so do

= Life we. Forgetting is death.

Memory is redemption and honor

for every innocent soul.




Red Cross Report

M

Record of the destruction of Hortiatis by the
Director of the Red Cross in Thessaloniki,

Swiss national Emile Wenger



First Warning

On Sunday, September 379,
we were informed that the
village of Hortiatis had been
set on fire and there were

many dead and injured.



First Attempt
at Access

We attempted to go with
two ambulances, but the
German military doctor,
Schafer, blocked us, claiming
there was no one in the

village.



Obstruction

and Waiting Permission was requested from

the German authorities. After a
delay of four days, we received
entry authorization on September

7th.




Arrival in Hortiatis

M

We arrived in the village at 11 a.m.

We found almost all the houses burned and
looted. The air was thick with the smell of
smoke.



The First Residents

Gradually, residents began to descend.
Many had lost their wives and daughters.

They were desperate and devastated.
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The Bakery

M

We were led to a bakery. There were piles of
corpses there. In a nearby garden, graves with 5-10
people. Two charred children were found in

another house.



Ash and Death

M

The village smelled of burning. Some
hearths were still smoldering. The

atmosphere was heavy and suffocating.



Our estimate was 200—-300 dead.

Number The villagers spoke of 500-600.

of Victims
The exact number could not be

determined.




Population Registration

Hortiatis had 2,265 inhabitants. During our visit,

around 100 individuals gathered. The rest were

scattered.
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Aid Delivery

Two trucks from Thessaloniki arrived with food
and clothing. A committee was elected to

oversee distribution to the affected.

LT



A Difficult Mission

M

The Red Cross mission continued under

very difficult conditions.

(From archival material)
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O Mopio Ayyeltvoddn Ntov po amd TG yovoikes mov katdeepe vo Byet {ovtavny and tov povpvo tov ['kovpopdvn. Atyeg
nuépeg apyodtepa e€10TOPNCE TN OIKN NG TPOCHOTIKY TEPIMETELN KOl TOL YWOPLOL TG GTOLS avOpdmovg tov AteBvoig
EpvBpod Ztavpod mov eiyav onevoet e Ponbeia tov Koatoikwv. Tlapopoimg, to 1945, n Ayyehvododm piince oe éva
onpocoypaeo g epnuepidag Néa Adeia (3.9.1945), meprypdpovtag Tig cuvinkeg Kdto amd T 0moleg KATAPEPE VAL
eminost.

O «[...] Avti dpwc va mape Yoo TNV avAaKpioT, UOC ®OyNoaV GTov ovpvo Tov ['kovpoudvn Kot Hog
éxieoav 010 Louepro pald pe GAAES yuvaikes, Tondld Kol TPELS — TEGGEPIS AVTPES TTOL TOVG LYV TTAEL
wponyovuévag [...] Otav o1 moptec Ekdetcay micwm pog idape v Kdvvn €voc moAvPOAOL Vo GTPEPETAL
EVOVTIOV HOg amd TO LKPOTEPO TTapafupdKt TG TOPTAG Ko Apycay va pog Topoforovv. Eida yopw pov
TOVGC TPAOTOLS Vo cmpralovtal kot apyicapue OAoL Vo OVALOLUE KOl VO TOVE TOPOKOAODUE VO LN LOG
oKOTMOOVLV [...] M ceaipa pe Bprike otov aykmva Kot Eneca kot y®. Otav cuviAba yio Alyo toug ida
va. po¢ okemdlovv pe y0pto Kal and mive vo piyvouv moupitido. 'Enetta akobdotnke pior TIGTOALY Kol Ta
YOPTU TPV POTIA [...] EnkoOnko poll pe peptkés AAAEC YOVOUKES TOV NTAV Kl GVTEC TPOVUATIGUEVES
Kol EXYEPNGOUE va Pyodue Yo va cwBovpe. AAAG 66ec BEANGOY TPAOTES Vo BYoVV Hoyop®VovVToy ard
Ketvoug katl tovg Eppryvav maAL pésa yoo va kaovv [...] Ov eAdyeg apyilovv mia va pov yAbeovv To
povya. [Tovd tpopepd Ko dev PAEn® Timote. AloBdvopot 6To KEQAAL pov KAt vo yopilel kot ympic va
oKEPTM KaBOAOL avolym v mopta Kou Pyaived. Xtékopor yioo Ayo {olopévn yuo va okeptd. Kavévag
OUmG 0ev akov® va pe mAnotdlet. Eipat tuyepn yrori ot oMot avakdivyoy véa Bopata : Tov Tomd Kot to
OO KOPITG TOV TOL TOLG WALV Kot Tovg PBpilovv €xovtag TIg TAATES YUPIOCUEVEG KATO TNV TOPTO.
[Tépto xotd yneg. Kt pokokod mavouy ta y€pta Lov Kot Tposmaddvag vo avoi&m KaAd To (AT LoV
avTihapPavopot Tog eival 600 yvvaikeg opayuéves. H po kpatd ota yépla g 10 pkpd mTouddKt g
OKOTOUEVO Ko avTd. H dAAN elvar ) cuvuedda pov. Méve endvo toug Eamhopévn Ko 0EA® va gaivopon
vekpn [...] Hoaipvo 1o evvidypovo TaddKt TS eayUévng cuvuEAdaS LoV Kot TpaPdue Katd To fouvoy.
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m] E)évn Kovkoapovon:

O  «Kpopmka poli pe dAleg yovaikeg 6™ évav yeipappo kovid oto yop1od. 'Evag IN'epuovog, pog
OVOKOADYE KOl LOG EITE VO, CNKMGOVUE TA XEPLO, LOG YNAG Kot Vo, TOV 0KOAOLONGOVE GTO
Y0p10. Aplotepd kot delid PAETAE VEKPOUC KAl TA GTiTIL TUAMYUEVA GTIS PAOYeS. Otav
QTACOUE OTNV TANTELN, HOC OVAYKOGHY VO YOVOTIGOVLUE KOL GTI] GLVEYEWM Vo, oTabovue
opbiec amelhdvtoag pog pe moAvPoia. Mmpootd pog otékovtav uepikoi I'epuovol kot
OAOYLPA LOG Ol AVTPEC TV TAYUATOV OGQAAEING. XTI CLVEYELN, LOG EKAEICOV HECO GE Eval
omitl T0 0moio cuvtoua dpyloe va eAEyetan. Mag eimav va otabodue 6tn oglpd 6V0-0V0 Ko
Otav 1 okeMN Apyloe va kaiyetal Barape tic eaoves. Tote, pog avaykacav vo Byovue €€m,
eve évog amd Ttovg dvipeg mnye vo Ppel tov Atoknti] yio vo udle av Empene vo oG
OKOTMCOLV 1 Vo LG Kayovv. Mag odnynoov otnv TAOTEID KOl HOG OvVAYKOGOY Vo
yovaticovpe. Tote, eiya wo 10€a ko pali pe 1€ooepic-névie AALEG Yovaikeg TEGAUE GTNV
aykoAld tov EAMvov Aéyovtag Ot iyape adel@oig kot yoveic ota Tayuoto kot OTL Enpene
va, pog cwocovy. 'Etol katopbmoaue va Eepiyovue. Ot dAleg yovaikeg mov Ntav pali pog,
TEVIIVTIO e €ENVTA, KANKOV ©TO oVPvOo. AVo Avipeg mov Ppickoviav UeETOED HOG TOVC
GKOTMGOY UTPOGTA GTO LATIO LAY,

m] IAYE, 1945, AiebBvvon Meretdv, poxk. 4, 8oc vmoe. : “Sinistre du Villace Hortiati”, paptopia EAévng KovkapoHon.



—!

O «A@eob codnka and to yopd, enéotpeya 10 XaPPato Katd T1c 7 .U Yo
va Bpm N yuvaiko pLov Kot o 000 Toudld Hov, KadmS Kot ToV 0OEAPO LLOV.
Bpnka tov adeA@o oL vEKPO, LUE TpadUOTO atd cPoipes Kot poyaipt (Tnv
emouévn kdnke poali pe 1o omity). Prédvoviag GTOV TPHOTO POLPVO
BpéOnkav umpootd GE MEPIMOL TEVNVTO TTOUOTO, LETOED TOVC LOPE TOV
oev MNTav AV amd €61 ¥POVAOV Kol NAKIOUEVEC YOVOIKES EENVTIA TEVTE
etov. Ilaviod vmpyov mtopate ! Kovid otov yeipoppo vmnpyov
TTOUOTO YOVUIKOV : avoyvoploo [ yertovioosd. Exel Ntav emiong pa
OEGTOVION LE TN UNTEPO TN : 1] OTACT] TNG VENC YUVAIKOS OElYVEL OTL TNV
elyav Brdoel Tpv TNV 6KOTOGOVV. Y ThpYovV d00 TOPOUOLEG TEPITTMOOCELS.
Aev Bpnka o0TE TN Yuvaiko LoV OVTE T OO LLOLY.

O TAYE, 1945, AwdOvvon Meletov, oax. 4, 8o¢ vmoe. : “Sinistre du Villace
Hortiati”, paptopia Iodvvn Xapator).
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O «[...] dtdoopue oto0 YwPO YOpw ot 11 wu. Ola oxeddv to omitia £yovv Koel Kot
AenlatnBel. Xryd - owyd xdmolor katefaivouv kot pog minowalovv. Etval amedmouévor.
IToAlol €xovv yacel TN yovaika Toug 1 TIG KOpPEC Tovc. Moag 0dnyodv o€ £va ovpvo, OTOL
BAEmovEe TIC COPOVS TOAMV TTOUATOV. XTOV KNTO LIAPYOLV UEPIKOL TAPOL, OTOL Ol
VEKPOL evToQLacTnKAY KaTd opddes tv 5-10 atopuwv. Moakpotepa vdpyel Eva GmitL, 0oL
BAémovpe 000 amovOpaKOUEVH TTOUOTE UIKPOV Toudimv. O&élovpe va pac oeiovv Kot
dAlovc eovpvovs. OAOKANPO 10 Ywptd pupilel mupkoyld kot Odvato. Kdamoec té€ppeg
Bydlovv axoua kamvovs. Etvatl adbvato va yivel axpinc extipnon tov apiBpod tov vekpov.
Eueic tovg vmoloyiCovpue yOopw otovg 200-300, eved ot ywpikol paovv yio 500-600. H
EVTIUTOGOT pog efvar 0tL 0 apBudg etvan pikpotepoc. To ywpilo elye 2.265 kartoikove. Topa
glval OlHOKOPTIGUEVOL KOl UOVO UETE TNV AQEN HOG GLYKEVIPOVOVIOL TEPITOL E€KATO.
Mupdg ap1Budc katépuye otn Oecscarovikn. O kOprog Hamb yopioe ot Oeocalovikn kot
EMECTPEYE KATA TIC 3 U. Y. Ue OVO KOUIOVIA YEUATA TPOPILO Ko pePLKd povya. ExAéyOnke
L0 ETLTPOTY], EMPOPTIGUEVT] LE TN OlvouT] 6TovG Katoikovc. Ocotl Bpickovial 610 84GOG,
EE® amd 10 Ywp10 Ba e100moMBOVV Y VA EMGTPEYOL VY.

O IAYE, 1945, AwebBvvon Meretav, pak. 4, 8og vro®. : “Sinistre du Villace Hortiati”.
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O  Aikn ™ NvpeuPépync (Yno0eon Entd): Katabeon tov 101 €mMKeQUANC
tov ['" Emitediko0 I'pageiov g Oudoac Ztpatiag E, Bidyeiu Xauuep
(Wilhelm Hammer):

O «®uudauor poe GAAN mwepimtoon Kotd TNy  omoio Lo
YEPLIOVIKT OUAO0 EPYAGIOG, N OTola Elye EMPOPTIOTEL HE TNV
EMIOKEVY] TV  EYKATAOTAGE®MV  VOPOOOTNONC TG
OeccaAOVIKNG, EMEGE OE €VEOPO Kol EEOVTMONKE Alyo €Cm
oo TO YWPL0 XOopTIATNO?.

O Téwog Kaykeldprog g Avotpiog ko ['evikog I'pappoatéog
tov Hvouévov EBvov, Kovpt Baivryau (Kurt Waldheim), o
0T010¢ TO OAGTNUO EKEIVO VANPETOVCE MG ASIOUATIKOC TNG
vanpeciac tAnpopoplwv (Ic/AO) otnv Oudoa Xtpatidg E.
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